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By
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EXT - CHAPMAN’S HOUSE - EVENING

CAMILLA CHAPMAN WALKS UP THE PATH WAY TOWARDS HER HOUSE. SHE

GETS TO THE DOOR STEP AND DIGS THROUGH HER BAG FOR HER KEYS.

POINT OF VIEW SHOT. SHE PUTS THE KEY IN THE DOOR AND OPENS

IT.

INT - CHAPMAN’S HOUSE - EVENING

CAMILA examines her house. She picks up the nearest house

phone and phones 999.

CUT TO -

-INT - POLICE STATION - EVENING

A POLICEMAN answers the phone.

POLICEMAN

Hello, what’s your emergency?

CAMILLA

(frantically)

Hello, hello, my house has been

burgled. I live at 33 Blackburn

Lane. Could someone come out to me

as soon as possible please?

POLICEMAN

OK, stay calm, someone will be with

you shortly, what’s you name miss?

CAMILLA

Mrs Camilla Chapman.

POLICEMAN

OK Mrs Chapman, are you on your

own?

CAMILLA

Yes, but my husband should be home

from work soon.

POLICEMAN

Right, I’ve just contacted an

officer to come over and take a

look for you.

BACK TO:
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INT - CHAPMAN’S HOUSE - EVENING

CAMILLA

(She walks around her house)

Great,thank you, they’ve left the

house in a right mess and from what

I can see they must have got in

through the kitchen window because

it’s been shattered to pieces...

POLICEMAN

OK miss that will all be

investigated when one of the

members of the team arrives but

until then if you could...

CAMILLA

(continuing...)

and I can see that my jewelery that

was i left in the kitchen this

morning has been taken.

POLICEMAN

Right, Camilla, for safety reasons,

I would strongly advise you to wait

outside of your house until one of

our enforcement team arrives.

CAMILLA ignores the policeman and continues to look at the

mess in which her house is in.

CAMILLA

OK, roughly how long will that be?

POLICEMAN

One of our officers are on their

way to you now.

CAMILLA

OK good, I’ll just go outside and

sit in the car until they arrive.

POLICEMAN

That would be a lot safer. Do you

know roughly what time someone was

last in your property?

CAMILLA

Yeah, not since this morning,

around 8.30 am. My husband and I

both work throughout the day.

(CONTINUED)
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POLICEMAN

And do you usually...

An Off screen sound of glass being tread on.

CAMILLA

John? Is that you?

POLICEMAN

Maaam? I urge you to make your way

out of your property.

CAMILLA

(whispering)

yes, OK. I’m just...

(she screams)

CUT TO:

INT - POLICE STATION - EVENING

POLICEMAN

Hello? Hello Maaam? Hello?

The phone disconnects.

CUT TO:

TITLES: REDEMPTION

FADE IN:

EXT - JEFFERY’S ROAD- MORNING - DAY 1

CHIEF INSPECTOR CHAPMAN and PC JAMES are walking up the road

towards JEFFERY’S house. They are both wearing police

uniforms. They are having an intense conversation and

muttering between them.

PC JAMES

I just want to say again sir how

grateful I am this for the

opportunity to shadow you over the

next couple of weeks.

CHIEF

Yes PC, you’re appreciation has

indeed been noted.
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INT - JEFFERY’S HOUSE - LOUNGE - MORNING - DAY 1

JEFFERY TAYLOR, 22, is sitting on the sofa in his house. He

leans across the sofa and picks up a bunch of CD’s. He

flicks through them. JEFFERY then gets up and puts one CD in

his CD player. Instrumental music plays.

JEFFERY

(rapping)

Them never know about me. Man’s

government name is Jeffery. All the

girls wanna know my name. Mi a di

man that drives them insane. Man

like J gets bare girls. I be that

one that’s rocking their

world. South London’s finest, roll

with nicest. Rolling round Brixton

but ain’t got no license...

JEFFERY’S phone rings and he answers it.

JEFFERY

(on phone)

Yo babes, what’s good? Where u deh?

He turns the volume of the music down.

JEFFERY

Nothing Mi jus deya, mi a mek mi

music.... Yeah you know seh you

been deh pon mi mind... Of course!

Come on babe, you ah phone at 9.00

on a Monday morning and mi a

answer, that’s how you know seh man

like you...I was up picking up from

my dealer, you know I can’t go

through di day without smoke my

ganja...Don’t be like that...

CUT TO:

EXT - JEFFERY TAYLOR’S ROAD - MORNING - DAY 1

CHIEF

Right PC , are you feeling

confident? Are you ready?

PC JAMES

Yes sir! I’m ready when you are.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

That’s what I like to hear, spoken

like a true natural. We’ll make an

inspector out of you yet.

PC JAMES

You think so?

CHIEF

Yes but lets see how well you work

on the job, sure you’re ready?

PC JAMES

Positive.

CHIEF

And you know the ’right to silence’

speech?

PC JAMES

From beginning to end.

The CHIEF and PC JAMES are close to approaching JEFFERY’S

door.

BACK TO:

INT - JEFFERY’S HOUSE - LOUNGE - MORNING -DAY 1

JEFFERY is still on the phone.

JEFFERY

Yes babes, mi know.

There is a knock at JEFFERY’S front door. He begins to walk

towards the door.

JEFFERY

Babes, let me phone you back,

someone’s at my door... No man,

it’s not going to be a girl but mi

like that you’re jealous you

know...Yeah, alright, I’ll phone

you later... Alright, later.

JEFFERY walks down the hallway and opens the door to see the

CHIEF and PC JAMES standing on his porch.
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INT - JEFFERY’S HALLWAY - MORNING - DAY 1

JEFFERY

Hello officers, can i help you?

CHIEF

Jeffery Taylor?

JEFFERY

Yes.

CHIEF

PC...

PC JAMES

I am arresting you on suspicion of

burglary and theft.

(Begins to handcuff Jeffery)

You do not have to say anything,

but it may harm your defence if you

do not mention, when questioned,

something you later rely on in

court...

JEFFERY

What di rastafari...

PC JAMES

...Anything you do say may be given

in evidence.

JEFFERY

This is ridiculous...

...You have the right to speak to

an attorney.

JEFFERY

Mi never teef nuttin yuh kno, you

have di wrong man.

PC JAMES

If you cannot afford one, an

attorney will be provided at no

expense to you.

JEFFERY

Get off me!

PC JAMES

You have the right to not answer

questions at any time and request

an attorney be present before any

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES (cont’d)
questioning continues. Do you

understand these rights?

JEFFERY

You never hear me?? Mi seh get

off! What di backside!

PC JAMES

Do you understand these rights?

JEFFERY

Yes man.

CHIEF

Let’s take him to the station.

The CHIEF exits followed by PC JAMES who is escorting

JEFFERY out of his house.

CUT TO:

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM - MORNING - DAY 1

JEFFERY and his SOLICITOR sit at a desk in an police

interrogation room. JEFFERY looks around at the basic decor

and glances at the long one-sided mirror. The CHIEF and PC

JAMES enter. They both sit down opposite JEFFERY. The CHIEF

puts a tape in the tape and presses play.

CHIEF

Interview commencing Monday 9th

December 2013 at 9.45 am, interview

led by Chief Inspector Chapman,

observed by PC Ian James to

understand the involvement of 22

year old, Jeffery Taylor’s’

participation of the burglary and

theft that commenced on Saturday

the 7th December in Kennington,

London. So Jeffery, can you tell me

your whereabouts on Saturday the

7th December?

JEFFERY

Yeah, mi went out with one girl in

the morning, stopped in Brixton fi

a hot minute and then passed

through Kennington before mi ah go

back to mi yard.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

(confusingly)

Right...

JEFFERY

In other words, I went out with one

girl in the morning before seeing

my friends in Brixton and then I

went to Kennington before going

home.

CHIEF

Right, so you’re saying that you

went out with your girlfriend and

then...

JEFFERY

No, mi neva seh mi have nuh

girlfriend, mi seh mi jus a link up

with one gyal.

(to himself)

What di man ah try tell me mi seh!

The CHIEF does not respond due to his lack of understanding

of JEFFERY’S accent.

JEFFERY

Yo, yuh can’t understand mi? Mi a

speak English you know.

PC JAMES

Sir, if i may?

CHIEF

(nods)

indeed.

PC JAMES

Mr Taylor is arguing that he never

claimed he had a girlfriend, he

just said he went out with one girl

on that particular day.

CHIEF

(to PC James)

I see,thank you PC.

(to Jeffery)

Mr Taylor can you confirm the name

of this lady? In case we have to

verify this.

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY

Confirm it?

(to himself)

Lisa...No was it Lizzie...Mi

can’t remember her name to be

honest. Lucinda? Nah, that isn’t

it...

CHIEF

Mr Taylor, how am I meant to be

able to believe your story if you

cannot remember something as simple

as the name of the person you were

with?

JEFFERY

If you see as many women as i do,

you woulda never remember dem name

either.

CHIEF

Right, well maybe that small detail

will come back to you with time. Do

you remember what time you left

that lady?

JEFFERY

Yeah, mi affi lef her by two so mi

can meet mi bredrin in Brixton

at two thirty.

CHIEF

sorry?

PC JAMES

He said that he had to leave her by

two o clock so he could meet his

friend in Brixton at two thirty.

JEFFERY

(Impressed)

Gwan Mr Policeman, tell him seh

badman understand Jamaicans dont

it!

The CHIEF is shocked by PC JAMES’ ability to understand

JEFFERY’S accent and begins to look back and forth at each

the men.

CHIEF

Moving on, can you recall the name

of the friend that you then met in

Brixton? Maybe we can confirm that

one to clarify your whereabouts.

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY

PJ.

CHIEF

His real name Mr Taylor.

JEFFERY

Mi nah know, I’ve known di man for

seven or eight years and he never

tell me him real name.

CHIEF

How convenient. OK and what time

did you leave this PK?

JEFFERY

PJ!

CHIEF

The question Mr Taylor.

JEFFERY

Around seven.

CHIEF

Then you went straight to

Kennington?

JEFFERY

Yeah, man affi put the time in to

be famous.

CHIEF

By doing what exactly?

JEFFERY

Making music.

CHIEF

I’m sorry, I am struggling to see

where the link is. How does

visiting Kennington make you

famous?

JEFFERY

Mi recording studio’s in

Kennington, mi go there last

Saturday to lay down some lyrics.

PC JAMES

He said...

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

I understood what he said that time

thank you PC...do you have any

witness that can confirm that they

saw you in the studio at that time?

JEFFERY

I don’t know, Mi can’t remember.

When I go to studio, I don’t chat

to no one; I don’t chill with no

one. I go there just to make my

music.

CHIEF

Again, convenient. So you’re

stating that you can’t confirm

someone witnessed you inside

Kennington studio at seven pm?

JEFFERY

Exactly.

CHIEF

So you’re expecting me to just take

your word that you were there?

SOLICITOR

You don’t have to answer that.

JEFFERY

Well, yes.

CHIEF

With no alibi?

JEFFERY

If you don’t trust mi call the

studio.

CHIEF

Don’t worry we will be contacting

the studio shortly. So, say that is

true, you went to Kennington to go

to the recording studio. How did

you get there?

JEFFERY

I got the 133 bus and then walked.

CHIEF

What roads do you walk down?

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY.

Mi get off by di Tesco walk to the

end of the road, turn left down

there and di studio is deh pon di

right.

CHIEF

(smiling)

I see. Mr Taylor are you aware that

the burglary that took place last

Saturday happened right down the

road you walked down to get to your

studio?

JEFFERY

So?

CHIEF

Interesting it’s one of the roads

you were on.

JEFFERY

Mi and di other hundreds of people

that walked down those roads that

day.

CHIEF

Yes but out of those hundreds of

people, only you got brought in for

questioning. Isn’t that something?

JEFFERY

Weh you ah try tel me?

CHIEF

It’s not what I’m trying to tell

you Mr Taylor, it’s what you need

to start telling me.

SOLICITOR

My client is not at liberty to

listen to these accusations.

CHIEF

I think he is.

JEFFERY

Mi already tell you everything

about that day.

CHIEF

Right, let’s try this again. You

arrived at Kennington at around

seven o clock in the evening.

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY

Yes.

CHIEF

And walked past the burgled house

at the time it was being burgled.

JEFFERY

If that’s what you say.

CHIEF

And you had no involvement?

JEFFERY

Exactly!

CHIEF

Rubbish!

JEFFERY

That’s what you think.

CHIEF

No, I’ll tell you what i think, Mr

Taylor. I think you should stop

playing games, stop trying to waste

my time and admit to the crime that

you and I both know you committed.

JEFFERY

And what makes you so sure i did

it? Mi nah commit to no bloodclart

gyal let alone commit mi self to

rob someones yard.

The CHIEF looks at PC JAMES expecting him to translate. PC

JAMES looks back at the CHIEF unaware of what he wants him

to do.

CHIEF

Well?

PC JAMES

Oh sorry sir, he said what makes

you so sure that he did it?

CHIEF

Not that bit PC.

PC JAMES

Yes, sorry, he then went on to

explain that he cannot commit to

having a girlfriend so why would he

commit to burgling someones house.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

Mr Taylor, how you chose to conduct

your private life is none of my

concern. However this case is.

JEFFERY

OK

CHIEF

So i would like to ask you your

opinion. What exactly would you

call someone that has no alibi and

admits to walking right past the

crime scene at the time the crime

was bring committed?

JEFFERY

Unlucky.

CHIEF

Unlucky? How about Guilty?

Injustice? Conducting in

criminal activity.

JEFFERY

Or maybe it’s jus a coincidence

someone jus happpen to walk past.

CHIEF

Maybe I’m being too hard on you.

Let’s start with you telling me

your involvement in the burglary

then?

SOLICITOR

You do not need to answer that

JEFFERY

(to solicitor)

Mi have nuttin fi hide.

(to chief )

Mi never had no involvement in it.

CHIEF

What do you know about it?

JEFFERY

Only what it said on di tv.

CHIEF

So you’re telling me that you don’t

know anything?

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY

Yes.

CHIEF

Yes you do know something?

JEFFERY

(sharply)

No, yes that’s what mi a try tell

you.

CHIEF

And with no witnesses I’m just

expected to believe you?

JEFFERY

It’s up to you what you do.

CHIEF

(to PC JAMES)

In all my years in the force, I

have never heard such a feeble

alibi.

The CHIEF begins to get irritated. He stands up and moves to

the corner.

CHIEF

So you think people who work in our

profession are going to believe a

story as weak as that?

JEFFERY

Weak?

CHIEF

Mr Taylor, we are members of the

police force. We have been trained

to spot the differences between

authentic alibis and the ones that

have been created for our purposes.

We have also been taught how to

extract the truth from people’s

lies. What you are trying to tell

me is a lie.

JEFFERY

Mi never create nuttin and mi a

tell ya di truth.

CHIEF

So you’re expecting me to believe

that a guy such as yourself, who

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF (cont’d)
was in the area at the time and has

no clear alibi, had nothing to do

with this crime whatsoever?

SOLICITOR

Unless you have substantial

evidence to with hold my client I

propose that...

JEFFERY

Weh you mean exactly when you say

‘a guy such as yourself?’

CHIEF

Isn’t it obvious what I mean?

JEFFERY

If it was mi wouldn’t have asked.

CHIEF

Mr Taylor, what is your profession?

JEFFERY

(embarrassingly)

I’m between jobs at the moment.

CHIEF

OK and when was the last time that

you were employed?

JEFFERY

About five years ago.

CHIEF

So you’re in fact unemployed?

JEFFERY

So?

CHIEF

That’s a long time without a fixed

income. Where do you get your

money?

JEFFERY

Job seekers.

CHIEF

And that pays for everything and

leaves you with some?

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY

No but mi mek do.

CHIEF

What is the funds you receive when

claiming job seekers Mr Taylor?

JEFFERY

Just over 100 pounds every couple

of weeks.

CHIEF

Do you know who it is that funds

job seekers allowances?

JEFFERY

Yes, the government.

CHIEF

Exactly! Benefits come from those

of us who pay taxes.

JEFFERY

Mi nah get your point.

CHIEF

Mr Taylor you have just described

your own type. The people who

decide that they don’t want to earn

their money they would rather just

take money from the government.

JEFFERY

(sternly)

And what kind of person is that?

CHIEF

An unmotivated one.

JEFFERY

That’s not fair; you can’t judge

someone just because they don’t

work at the moment.

CHIEF

That’s not solely what I’m judging

you on. I have loads of reasons

that helped create my opinion to

the kind of person you are.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES sits up and pulls his seat closer towards the desk

as JEFFERY leans forward in anticipation of the CHIEFS

explanation. The CHIEF pulls out a file out of the desk and

a pair of reading glasses. He puts on the glasses and flicks

through the pages. He begins to read aloud.

CHIEF

September 2007 Jeffery Taylor

GBH.December 2007 Jeffery Taylor

ABH. April, May and August 2008

Jeffery Taylor possession of

cannabis. October 2008 Jeffery

Taylor, possession of class B drugs

with intent to supply. March 2009

Jeffery Taylor theft, there’s

more...should I continue?

JEFFERY remains sitting but puts his hands in his head.

CHIEF

See, its people that do things like

this. The ones who disrupt society,

break the law and think they can

get away with it that I’m talking

about. Well not this time.

JEFFERY

OK fine, I used to be a bit of a-

SOLICITOR

I do not see how my clients

previous convictions are relevant

to this case.

CHIEF

The last conviction was less than a

year ago, that leads me to believe

that Mr Taylor didn’t used to be a

criminal he is one.

The CHIEF looks at his document.

CHIEF

November 2012, Jeffery Taylor

shoplifting.

JEFFERY

But that doesn’t mean mi have

anything to do with this.

CHIEF

Shoplifting is very similar to

burglary Mr Taylor.

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY

No it’s not! Dem people have nuff

stuff inna dem shop and it’s meant

fi di public. Di stuff that people

have in dem house are fi dem.

Everyone have dem limit, not even I

would tek stuff like dat.

CHIEF

PC!

PC JAMES

Yes Chief?

CHIEF

Translate if you will.

PC JAMES

Yes, Mr Taylor said that he does

not think it’s the same and that

the items in shops are intended for

the public anyway however the stuff

inside people’s houses are personal

and he wouldn’t take that.

CHIEF

I don’t believe that whatsoever so

I will ask you again. Where were

you between the hours of 19.45 and

20.45pm on Saturday 7th December

2013?

JEFFERY

(frustrated)

Mi jus a tell you. I went to the

recording studio. What else do you

want mi fi say? I’m not di man you

are looking for.

(to PC JAMES)

Mi nuh need yuh fi speak fi me. Mi

a speak English ta backside.

PC JAMES

Yes, sorry.

CHIEF

What was the name of the recording

studio?

JEFFERY

Hard beat studios.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

How often do you go there?

JEFFERY

Twice a week.

CHIEF

What’s the owners’ name?

JEFFERY

Neil. Him a tall man with dreads.

CHIEF

OK.

JEFFERY

See!

CHIEF

Right, let’s try this another way

lets say you didn’t burgle the

house, do you know who did?

JEFFERY

No.

CHIEF

Are you working for somebody?

JEFFERY

No.

CHIEF

Do you have any further information

to enlighten us with?

JEFFERY

No!

CHIEF

Mr Taylor what is it that you’re

not telling me?

JEFFERY

Nuttin man! Mi already tell ya

everything mi can tell you.

CHIEF

What makes you think you can get

away with everything short of

murder? Not this time.

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY

That’s what you nah get, I’m not

trying to get away with anything,

mi neva do nuttin.

CHIEF

So it wasn’t you that burgled the

house?

JEFFERY

No!

CHIEF

So you didn’t break their items?

JEFFERY

No!

CHIEF

You didn’t take their television?

JEFFERY

I’ve got a television. Why would I

break into someone’s house jus fi a

television?

CHIEF

To sell it.

JEFFERY

You already know where mi get mi

money.

CHIEF

Yes and I know job seekers is

hardly anything, so maybe selling

the television helped you live more

comfortably.

JEFFERY

I’m already comfortable.

CHIEF

Maybe you use the money to buy

drugs?

JEFFERY

Lemme guess... because mi a black

man mi mussa smoke weed?

CHIEF

It’s got nothing to do with your

race Mr Taylor; I’m just looking at

all potential motives.

(CONTINUED)
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JEFFERY

So you think I’m honestly going to

break into someone’s yard to carry

one big ass TV back to my flat way

down in Brixton, on mi two foot dem

with no car? All to sell it to buy

drugs?

CHIEF

How did you know that the

television was big?

JEFFERY

It’s a figure of speech.

CHIEF

One I’ve never heard.

SOLICITOR

Your evidence is circumstantial and

I strongly suggest that you re

interview my client when you have

substantial evidence.

JEFFERY

Dis is some foolishness. You can’t

see how stupid this is?

CHIEF

Your type would be desperate for

it.

JEFFERY

It’s a stupid speculation and you

know it!

CHIEF

See I think it’s rather accurate.

(To PC James) PC?

PC JAMES

Yes sir.

CHIEF

Enlighten me, how much does your

television at home cost?

PC JAMES

Oh, erm...I’d say about £650 but we

bought it on sale.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

What size is it?

PC JAMES

It’s a 40 inch sir.

CHIEF

£650. The house that got burgled

had a 50 inch television. So let’s

call that £800. £800 pounds is a

lot of money wouldn’t you say Mr

Taylor?

JEFFERY

So?

CHIEF

Imagine what you could do with

£800.

JEFFERY

Mi nuh have £800, so what’s the

point of imagining it?

CHIEF

Meaning you sold the television for

less than it is worth?

JEFFERY

Meaning mi neva have the television

fi sell inna di first place!

EXTREME CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK ON THE BACK WALL BEGINS TO SPIN

FASTER AS THE TICKING SPEED BEGINS TO INCREASE. THE CLOCK

NOW SHOWS THAT IS 16.00PM.

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM - AFTERNOON - DAY 1

The CHIEF goes to stop the tape machine.

CHIEF

This is getting extremely boring Mr

Taylor.

JEFFERY

I don’t know what else you want me

fi say. I’ve answered all of your

questions.

SOLICITOR

At this moment of time unless you

have sufficient evidence to charge

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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SOLICITOR (cont’d)
my client, I suggest that he should

be released.

CHIEF

(sighs)

Interview terminated at 16.00

hours.

The tape machine is stopped. The SOLICITOR gets up and

leaves the interrogation room.

JEFFERY

Does that mean I go?

CHIEF

For now, yes, but I will connect

the dots Mr Taylor and when I do,

you’re mine.

JEFFERY

(sarcastically)

I wouldn’t hold your breath.

CHIEF

PC, take Mr Taylor to retrieve his

belongings and escort him out of

the building.

PC JAMES

OK sir, Mr Taylor if you would like

to come with me.

CHIEF

In fact, it’s getting late, after

that you can get off home.

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM DOORWAY - AFTERNOON - DAY 1

PC JAMES

Alright sir, see you in the

morning.

JEFFERY

(muttering)

What a complete waste of mi

bumberclart time. Di dutty babylon

affi always come try fuck up mi

mood.



25.

JEFFERY shakes his head whilst he gets up and follows PC

JAMES out of the door. After the CHIEF watches them exit he

closes his file, removes his glasses and places them both on

the desk. He takes the tape out of the tape player, picks up

the file and his glasses switches of the light and exits.

INT - CHAPMAN’S HOUSE - LOUNGE - EVENING - DAY 1

The CHIEF is in his lounge drinking a beer in front of the

television. The football is on, he is still wearing his

suit. He picks up his glasses and starts to read through

different case notes. He gets up and makes his way into the

kitchen.

INT - CHAPMAN’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - EVENING - DAY 1

The CHIEF walks to the fridge opens it up and looks inside.

He takes out a ready meal and unwraps the packaging, he

picks up a knife and pierces holes in the top. He then takes

it to the microwave.

EXTREME CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK ON THE MICROWAVE STATING THAT IT

IS 20.00.

The CHIEF puts it in the microwaves and waits for his food.

INT - POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - MORNING - DAY 2

EXTREME CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK AS IT FAST FORWARDS FROM NIGHT

TO DAY. IT IS NOW 09.00AM.

The CHIEF and PC JAMES enter. The CHIEF enters with a cup of

coffee in one hand, a newspaper under his arm and a brief

case in his other hand. PC JAMES enters with a document in

his hand, he stands up and reads. The CHIEF puts the

briefcase down and rests the coffee and the newspaper on the

desk as he removes his jacket to sit down. He opens up his

draw and retrieves his glasses which he puts on. He picks up

the newspaper and begins to read.

CHIEF

PC listen to this.

PC JAMES stops reading and looks up at the CHIEF.

CHIEF

(he reads)

Burglary strikes again.

Investigation of the burglary still

continues as Southwark police

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF (cont’d)
station. blah blah blah... urge

anyone that knows of any

information that can contribute to

police department further

developing their case....blah blah

blah... to contact urgently.

Frustrated, the CHIEF removes his glasses and puts them

alongside the newspaper on the desk. He picks up his coffee

and begins drinking.

PC JAMES

Hopefully it will make anyone that

knows anything step forward.

CHIEF

Or it just let whoever did this

know we’re struggling to catch

them.

PC JAMES

Have you seen this?

PC JAMES hands the document to the Chief.

CHIEF

(puts glasses back on)

What is it?

PC JAMES

It’s a witness statement. It

confirms Jeffery Taylors’ alibi. A

lady came to the station early this

morning and claimed that she saw

him leaving a recording studio in

Kennington well after 21.00pm last

Saturday. The story matches his, so

he appears innocent.

The CHIEF snatches the document and begins to read.

CHIEF

(angrily)

That clever man!

PC JAMES

Sorry?

CHIEF

I said he’s clever.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES

(confusingly)

I’m not following.

CHIEF

He’s obviously got someone to give

him an alibi.

PC JAMES

How can we be so sure of that?

CHIEF

It’s obvious is it not? Yesterday

he doesn’t know if anyone saw him,

he gets released and then the next

thing you know a lady is giving him

an alibi.

PC JAMES

Oh gosh. Do you think?

CHIEF

Of course i think. He even stated

that he doesn’t have just one

female partner, he probably just

told one of them to come and give a

statement.

PC JAMES

(shockingly)

That’s true.

CHIEF

Probably a star struck teenager

thinking he’s the next Bob Marley.

PC JAMES

(laughs)

He did sound rather serious about

his music career.

CHIEF

Speaking of, how in God’s name were

you able to translate that

language.

PC JAMES

I didn’t, the language was English,

just broken.

CHIEF

Either way, you didn’t even

struggle, it looked like second

nature to you.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES

It was actually.

The CHIEF takes off his glasses and rests them on the table.

He places all the files into the draw and beckons PC JAMES

to get up and they head out of his office.

INT - POLICE STATION - HALLWAY - MORNING - DAY 2

The CHIEF and PC JAMES are walking down the hallway.

PC JAMES

I grew up in an estate in Elephant

and Castle, half my neighbours and

friends were Jamaican’s, I’ve

always been able to understand it.

CHIEF

You grew up in an estate?

PC JAMES

Yes, and I was raised single handed

by my mother.

CHIEF

She sounds like a brave woman.

PC JAMES

She was.

CHIEF

Sorry to hear that.

PC JAMES

Thanks.

CHIEF

Where was your father?

PC JAMES

I never knew him.

The CHIEF begins to type in a code to gain access into a

room. The CHIEF and PC JAMES enter.

INT - POLICE STATION - STAFF KITCHEN - MORNING - DAY 1

PC JAMES switches on the kettle.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

Oh...So were you a...friendly

community?

PC JAMES

As friendly as communities get why?

CHIEF

Just think it’s interesting.

PC JAMES

Really?

CHIEF

Yeah and where do you live now?

PC JAMES

In the new buildings in Kennington.

CHIEF

You’ve obviously worked hard and

climbed up the ladder. It’s just

you and your wife isn’t it?

PC JAMES

And our daughter Liberty.

CHIEF

You should bring them down to the

office one day. Show them off. The

lady in reception is a sucker for

anyone’s children.

PC JAMES anxiously and nods. He gets out two cups puts tea

bags in them.

PC JAMES

One of these days sir.

Pause.

The kettle finishes boiling. PC JAMES pours the water from

the kettle into the two cups.

PC JAMES

So what are we going to do about

Jeffery Taylor?

PC JAMES then opens the fridge gets out some milk and pours

some in the teas.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

He’s not as clever as he thinks. I

know he was involved in this crime.

PC JAMES then picks up a spoon from the side and stirs.

PC JAMES

Well then we just need to prove it.

CHIEF

Did you look at him? He was oozing

with fear.

PC JAMES

So what do we do?

The CHIEF and PC JAMES each pick up a cup and head out of

the staff kitchen.

CHIEF

We look for another angle to catch

him out. We go through the evidence

again. He and his people aren’t the

brightest. They would have missed

something.

INT - POLICE STATION - HALLWAY - MORNING - DAY 2

The CHIEF and PC JAMES are walking back towards the CHIEFS’

office.

PC JAMES

What could we have missed Chief?

CHIEF

Any small missed detail could

potentially unravel the whole case.

PC JAMES

How do you know we’ve missed

something?

CHIEF

I can feel it PC, something doesn’t

quite add up.
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INT - POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - MORNING - DAY 2

The CHIEF and PC JAMES re enter the office. PC JAMES stands

awkwardly listening to the CHIEF whilst drinking his tea.

The CHIEF pulls the file out of the draw of his desk.

PC JAMES

I’m sorry Chief, I’m still not

following.

CHIEF

PC, how much did you pay in tax

this month.

PC JAMES

About £400 sir.

CHIEF

That’s money you worked hard for

right? Money you could be spending

on your family?

PC JAMES

Well, yes.

CHIEF

Do you know who doesn’t do that?

PC JAMES walks over and sits down at the desk.

CHIEF

The purposefully unemployed. The

people who don’t work for their

money so they take what your earn.

PC JAMES

That is true, but some of them

don’t get a job because they can’t

CHIEF

And some of them just don’t want

to. School drop outs that don’t

bother to get an education and

realise that the government will

pay for everything. Their house,

kids and everything else so they

become comfortable.

PC JAMES

But that’s not right, it’s lazy.

Plus the money the government give

to people is next to nothing.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

See I know that, you know that,

everyone in our work force knows

that, that’s the difference between

us and them.

PC JAMES

Surely, everyone should know wrong

from right.

CHIEF

Sometimes it’s not about knowing,

it’s about caring.

PC JAMES

I can’t believe people would think

like that, it seems so...

undignified.

CHIEF

Right, so you know in life there

are two different types of people.

PC JAMES

Yeah, good and evil.

CHIEF

Exactly, but in this case, the good

suffer and the evil get away with

it.

PC JAMES

Well we need to put a stop to that

sir.

CHIEF

I knew you were the right person

for this James. You think like one

of us.

PC JAMES

Thank you sir.

CHIEF

Doesn’t it make you so angry?

PC JAMES

Sorry?

CHIEF

Those people are out killing

others, disrupting our community

and terrorising our land. Did you

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF (cont’d)
hear about that Woolwich murder

recently that that awful man

committed.

PC JAMES

Yes sir but-

CHIEF

This is why we need be careful. We,

as the police, are the strongest

types of people to protect our

society.

PC JAMES appears in shock. He looks at the CHIEF in

disagreement.

PC JAMES

There are a lot of people, men and

women, white and black that have

been arrested and charged with

crimes that also disrupt our

society. They need to be stopped.

CHIEF

That is correct James, but have you

ever stopped to ask yourself how

they became so misled?

PC JAMES

Because they need to go to church

to develop a conscience?

CHIEF

(bluntly)

No it’s because they have been

influenced to live a disgusting

sub-standard of British life that

is what has caused them to

participate in crimes.

PC JAMES

But Chief?

CHIEF

(sternly)

Are you in disagreement with me PC?

Pause.

PC JAMES

No sir.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

Good.

Pause.

The CHIEF looks at the clock on the wall and looks at the

time.

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK SHOWS IT IS 12.00PM.

PC JAMES

(awkwardly)

The day is going quickly today

don’t you think?

CHIEF

It is indeed. Right, James, I

intend to have this case closed and

solved by the end of the week. Its

half way through Tuesday and I have

got no leads.

PC JAMES

OK Chief, what do you want me to

do? File things? Recheck

statements?

CHIEF

I want you to go down to the main

office and go over the pointers

I’ve given you on your arrest? I

need you to be prepared for the

rest of the week.

PC JAMES:

Yes sir. Should I come straight

back here after?

CHIEF

No, there isn’t much for you to do

up here. Once you’ve done that, i

want you to go to the filing room

and pull out every file there is on

Jeffery Taylor. Go through every

detail of his life and find me

anything relevant I can use to

bring him back in and have it ready

for me first thing tomorrow

morning.

PC JAMES

Yes sir.
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PC JAMES exits the office. The CHIEF sits at his desk, picks

up his glasses and the document and a tape then exits the

office.

INT - POLICE STATION - HALLWAY - AFTERNOON- DAY 2

The CHIEF is walking down the hallway to the interrogation

room. He passes colleagues in the hallway and smiles.

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM - AFTERNOON - DAY 2

The CHIEF sits down at the desk and puts on his glasses. He

then puts the tape in the tape player and begins to playback

Jeffery’s interview. As it plays he writes notes. He pauses

the tape and scribbles out his notes.

CHIEF

(to himself)

Come on Jeffery, you must have

slipped up somewhere. I just need

to find out where. I wouldn’t be

surprised if you and your whole

family were involved. It’s in all

of your people’s nature.

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK BEGINS TO SPIN FASTER. THE TICKING

SOUND SPEEDS UP. THE CLOCK NOW SHOWS 15.00PM AND THE SPEED

TIME RETURNS BACK TO NORMAL.

The CHIEF picks up his files and witness statement and exits

the room.

INT - POLICE STATION - HALLWAY - AFTERNOON- DAY 2

CHIEF

(to himself)

Not bad Jeffery, not bad maybe

you’re better at covering your

tracks that I thought. Tomorrows

another day though and I’m sure

I’ll work it out then.

INT - CHAPMAN’S HOUSE - LOUNGE - EVENING - DAY 2

The CHIEF is once again in his lounge drinking a beer in

front of the television. The football is on again and he is

still wearing his suit. He gets up and makes his way into

the kitchen.
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INT - CHAPMAN’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - EVENING - DAY 2

The CHIEF walks to the fridge opens it up and looks inside.

He takes out a different ready meal and unwraps the

packaging, he picks up a knife and pierces holes in the top.

He then takes it to the microwave.

EXTREME CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK ON THE MICROWAVE STATING THAT IT

IS 20.00.

The CHIEF puts it in the microwave and waits for his food.

INT - POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - MORNING - DAY 3

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK SHOWS THAT IT IS 09.30AM.

The CHIEF and PC JAMES enter the office with their

belongings. The CHIEF with his briefcase in one hand and his

jacket in the other; PC JAMES with his small bag.

CHIEF

Morning James, how was your

evening?

PC JAMES

Morning sir, very relaxing thanks

sir. Yours?

CHIEF

Pleasant. Have you got the notes on

Jeffery Taylor I asked for.

PC JAMES

Indeed, I do but sir, there isn’t

much interesting to show you.

PC JAMES opens up his small bag and hands some notes to the

CHIEF. They sit down and PC JAMES watches the CHIEF begin to

read.

CHIEF

Nothing out of the ordinary.

PC JAMES

Sorry sir, there is nothing in file

to indict he had any involvement

with the burglary.

PC JAMES looks at the phone.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES

I think you have a voice mail.

The CHIEF lifts up his phone and presses some buttons on the

key pad. He listens. His face becomes shocked and he signals

at PC JAMES for a pen. PC JAMES speedily rummages through

his bag and hands the CHIEF a pen and some paper. The CHIEF

writes on the paper and then hangs up the phone. He then

dials a number and speaks down the phone.

CHIEF

(on the phone)

Hello, this is Chief Inspector

Chapman. Yes, good morning. Could

you get me a current address for a

Dimitrius Howard from Camberwell

please? Yes thank you, you can get

me on extension 1844.

The CHIEF hands up the phone.

PC JAMES

New lead?

CHIEF

Yes, a Dimitrius Howard. I got an

anonymous voice mail from a young

lady stating that she believes that

this man is somewhat involved in

the burglary. Just what we needed,

now we just wait for the team to

get us an address.

CUT TO:

INT - DIMITRUS’S HOUSE - MORNING - DAY 3

DIMITRIUS HOWARD, 23 is at home with his partner LORNA

MCKENZIE, 23. DIMITRIUS is watching television with LORNA

whilst holding his daughter.

DIMITRIUS

You okay baby?

JASMINE

Yes daddy.

DIMITRIUS

Do you want some juice?

(CONTINUED)
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JASMINE

Yes.

DIMITRIUS

Yes what?

JASMINE

Yes please.

DIMITRIUS

Good girl, Lor, get Jasmine some

juice please.

LORNA angrily looks at DIMITRIUS and gets up to get juice.

BACK TO:

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM - MORNING - DAY 3

CHIEF

(laughing)

I know, that is exactly what I

thought about that programme when I

was watching it last night.

PC JAMES

It was hilarious; Melissa said that

it was a genius representation of

kids these days.

CHIEF

Wise woman. What career is she in

again?

PC JAMES

Melissa’s an accountant.

CHIEF

Oh that’s a very good career to be

in.

Phone rings.

CHIEF

(on phone)

Inspector Chapman.

CHIEF begins to write on the paper again.

So that’s 33A Drummer Lane,

Camberwell Green SE5, 7BR? Right,

thank you. Bye.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES

We’re one step closer.

CHIEF

Exactly. Let’s head out.

PC JAMES puts all the documents back in his small bag. The

CHIEF puts on his jacket and the two exit.

CUT TO:

INT - DIMITRIUS’ HOUSE - LOUNGE - MORNING - DAY 3

CLOSE UP:THE CLOCK SHOWING IT IS 11.00 AM.

DIMITRIUS and LORNA appears to be arguing whilst their

daughter JASMINE plays with her toy.

LORNA

Dimitri? When I’m speaking to you I

want you to really listen to what

I’m saying.

DIMITRIUS

I am listening man. I heard

everything you just said.

LORNA

(frustratedly)

OK, well what are we going to do

about it? The bills are due soon

and your part time job in Iceland

isn’t bringing in enough.

DIMITRIUS

Yes i know -

LORNA

What about luxuries, it’s Christmas

soon, don’t you want Jasmine to get

some nice new toys, a thicker

winter jacket or some shoes maybe?

DIMITRIUS

Of course I want that Lorna. Jesus.

I’m doing the best I can.

LORNA

I don’t think you are. Listen,

instead of running around with your

friends and playing football every

spare minute, you need to be

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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LORNA (cont’d)
looking for a full time job so you

can provide better for me and your

daughter.

DIMITRIUS

Don’t you think I don’t know that?

DIMITRIUS picks up his daughter and sits down on the sofa

with her on his lap.

DIMITRIUS

(To Jasmine)

Come on baby. Someone’s getting

heavy. Come and sit with daddy. If

you want, I can read you a book.

What do you think boom boom? Want

daddy to read you a book?

JASMINE

OK daddy.

DIMITRIUS

Well go and put your toys away and

then I’ll read you whichever one

you want.

JASMINE runs off and starts putting her toys in her box.

(to Lorna)

Listen babe, come sit next me and

let’s talk.

LORNA sits next to DIMITRIUS on the sofa.

INT - DIMITRIUS’ HOUSE - JASMINE’S PLAY AREA - MORNING - DAY

3

JASMINE is running around picking up her toys and putting

them in her toy box.

INT - DIMITRIUS’S HOUSE - LOUNGE - MORNING - DAY 3

DIMITRIUS

You know I’m trying. I know you

know I am, I want things to be

better too.

LORNA

I know you do.

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITRIUS

You and I have finally sorted out

our relationship; we’ve worked on

our issues. Things are looking

good; please don’t make another

issue out of nothing.

LORNA

I’m not making issue out of-

DIMITRIUS

I know baby, I’m just saying. I

don’t want us to ruin what we’ve

got. So how about this, first thing

tomorrow I’ll go to Iceland and ask

them about giving me full time

hours, then I’ll go to the job

centre and see what else is

available. OK?

LORNA

OK, that sounds good. Thank you.

They kiss. JASMINE runs over with a book that she wants

DIMITRIUS to read.

JASMINE

This one daddy, this one.

DIMTIRIUS

Alright Jasmine.

He puts her on his lap and takes the book.

DIMITRIUS

Oh, Cinderella. You love this one.

Right...

He opens the book and reads.

DIMITRIUS

Once upon a time there was a

beautiful, young girl named

Cinderella. Cinderella lived with

her horrible stepmother and

stepsisters.

JASMINE lies on the sofa and listens whilst LORNA gets up

and starts cleaning up their house.

DIMITRIUS

The family were very mean to

Cinderella and her stepmother did

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 42.

DIMITRIUS (cont’d)
not like her. She made her do all

of the housework. Cinderella had to

clean the floors, clean the tables,

do the washing up and everything

else that no one else wanted to do.

LORNA

I know how she feels.

DIMITRIUS and LORNA share a look. LORNA continues to clear

up and DIMITRIUS continues to read.

DIMITRIUS

Even though she had it hard,

Cinderella always saw the positive

side to life and remained a kind

person. One day, it was announced

that the King had decided to

through a ball for his son and

invited...

The door knocks.

DIMITRIUS

Every young and unmarried girl...

LORNA

(sarcastically)

I’ll get it then.

LORNA goes to the door and opens it.

INT - DIMITRIUS’ HOUSE - DOORWAY - AFTERNOON- DAY 3

LORNA sees the CHIEF and PC JAMES at the door.

DIMITRIUS - O.S

Cinderella was not invited to the

ball. The stepmother and two step

sisters were invited.

LORNA

Hello, can I help you?

DIMITRIUS - O.S

(shouting)

Lorna, who is it babe?

CHIEF

Yes miss, I’m looking for a

Dimitrius Howard.
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The CHIEF Inspector followed by PC JAMES enter their home.

INT - DIMITRIUS’ HOUSE - LOUNGE - AFTERNOON- DAY 3

DIMITRIUS sees the policemen and stands up.

PC JAMES

Dimitrius Howard?

DIMITRIUS:

Yes?

PC JAMES

I am arresting you on suspicion of

burglary and theft.

PC JAMES begins to handcuff Dimitrius.

DIMITRIUS

What? This must be a joke. I

haven’t done anything. Jasmine, go

to your mum.

LORNA picks up JASMINE who begins to cry.

PC JAMES

You do not have to say anything,

but it may harm your defence if you

do not mention, when questioned,

something you later rely on in

court.

LORNA

He said he hasn’t done anything.

Let him go. He wouldn’t burgle or

steal anything.

PC JAMES

Anything you do say may be given in

evidence. You have the right to

speak to an solicitor. If you

cannot afford one, a solicitor will

be provided at no expense to you.

LORNA

He’s not a thief!

PC JAMES

You have the right to not answer

questions at any time and request a

solicitor to be present before any

questioning continues.

(CONTINUED)
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LORNA

Babe! Tell them!

PC JAMES

Do you understand these rights?

DIMITRIUS

This is ridiculous.

(To Jasmine)

Don’t cry baby, it’s all a mistake,

daddy will be home later.

CHIEF

Let’s go. PC James can you escort

Mr Howard to the car.

DIMITRIUS seems reluctant to leave. PC JAMES forces him and

they exit.

INT - DIMITRIUS’ HOUSE - DOORWAY - AFTERNOON - DAY 3

LORNA

(frantically)

Where are you taking him? When can

I see him?

CHIEF

To the police station for

questioning, he’ll be allowed a

phone call and I don’t know, sorry.

The CHIEF leaves. LORNA is left holding JASMINE who is now

sobbing.

LORNA

It’s OK baby, stop

crying...shhhh...Daddy’s going to

be fine. Mummy promises, OK? Come

on boom boom, shhh. I know, I know,

it’s OK.

JASMINE begins to stop crying. LORNA carries her back into

the lounge.

INT - DIMITRIUS’ HOUSE - LOUNGE - AFTERNOON - DAY 3

LORNA

There’s a good girl. Do you want

mummy to finish the story for you?

JASMINE nods. LORNA sits down on the sofa with JASMINE on

her lap and picks up where DIMITRIUS left off.

(CONTINUED)
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LORNA

OK, where were we? Right, the step

mother was excited at the

possibility of the prince falling

in love with one of daughters and

began to buy beautiful, elegant

dresses for them to wear. However,

Cinderella was told she was not

allowed to go...

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM - AFTERNOON - DAY 3

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK NOW SHOWS IT IS 14.00PM.

In enters the CHIEF, PC JAMES, the SOLICITOR and DIMITRIUS.

The SOLICITOR sits down at the desk. The CHIEF turns on the

lamp and sits down at his desk. He takes off his jacket.

CHIEF

Take a seat Dimitrius.

DIMITRIUS

I know the law, I want my phone

call.

CHIEF

Very well. One phone call, go

ahead.

The CHIEF passes him the telephone. DIMITRIUS picks up the

phone and starts dialing a number. The CHIEF, SOLICITOR and

PC JAMES leave the room.

CUT TO

INT - DIMITRIUS’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - AFTERNOON - DAY 3

JASMINE is eating, the phone ring and LORNA answers.

LORNA

Hello.

DIMITRIUS

Hello Lorna.
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INTER CUT BETWEEN INTERROGATION ROOM AND DIMITRIUS’S HOUSE

LORNA

Dimitri baby, are you OK?

DIMITRIUS

Yeah, I’m alright you?

LORNA

No, I’ve been sitting here worried

for the last god knows how many

hours. What’s happening?

DIMITRIUS

Listen, stop panicking; I haven’t

done anything wrong so they can’t

keep me in here.

LORNA

Are you sure?

DIMITRIUS

Yeah! It wasn’t me, I swear to you.

LORNA

OK, you know if you say you didn’t

do it I believe you.

DIMITRIUS

Good. How’s Jasmine? Has she

stopped crying?

LORNA

She’s alright now; she’s just

having some food.

DIMITRIUS

Oh OK. That’s good.

LORNA

So what is it that they’re saying

you did?

DIMITRIUS

I don’t even know to be honest;

they are trying to tell me I

burgled someones house on the

weekend.

LORNA

That’s a pile of rubbish!

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITRIUS

Yeah I know its bullshit.

INT - POLICE STATION - STAFF KITCHEN - AFTERNOON DAY 3

The CHIEF and PC JAMES are stirring their coffees.

CHIEF

So you feel confident to have more

of an input in this interview?

PC JAMES

Yes sir, definitely.

CHIEF

Good.

CUT TO:

INT - POLICE STATION - MENS TOILETS - AFTERNOON DAY 3

The SOLICITOR comes out of a toilet cubicle and washes his

hands.

CUT TO:

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM - AFTERNOON - DAY 3

DIMITRIUS

It’s an insult that they think I

got time to be burgling some house.

That’s a waste of time. Trust me,

it’ll be fine.

The CHIEF and PC JAMES enter back their coffees.

CHIEF

That’s time.

DIMITRIUS

Babes, I got to go, alright.

LORNA

Alright baby, I love you OK? And

I’ll see you soon.

The SOLICITOR enters and sits down at the desk.

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITRIUS

Yeah, I love you too.

DIMITRIUS puts the phone down whilst the CHIEF and PC JAMES

sit down at the desk.

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM - AFTERNOON - DAY 3

DIMITRIUS

No offer of a drink then? Cool.

The CHIEF ignores DIMITRIUS and turns on the lamp, takes a

sip out of his coffee and turns on the tape player. He nods

at PC JAMES.

PC JAMES

Interview commencing Wednesday 11th

December 2013 at 14.30pm. Interview

led by Chief Inspector Chapman and

myself PC Ian James to understand

the involvement of 23 year old,

Dimitrius Howards’ participation of

the burglary and theft that

commenced on Saturday the 7th

December in Kennington, London. Mr

Howard can you please confirm your

whereabouts last Saturday.

DIMITRIUS

I went to work in the day time,

played football after and then

babysat in the evening.

PC JAMES

OK and which one were you doing at

between the hours of lets say 19:45

and 20:45?

DIMITRIUS

What? Between the hours of 19.45

and 20.45, that’s so specific. I

don’t know off the top of my head,

I have to think.

PC JAMES

Take your time, i need you to be as

accurate as you can.

SOLICITOR

You do not need to answer that.

The CHIEF looks at PC JAMES and waits.

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITIRIUS

I don’t see any reason not tom I

was either football or babysitting.

CHIEF

Well which one is it?

DIMITIRIUS

Hold on I’m just trying to remember

what time kick off was.

CHIEF

Why do you need to think so hard

Dimitrius? Is it because you need

to consider which is more of a

suitable alibi?

DIMITRIUS

No, it’s because I can’t remember

what I was doing four days ago in

one hour of the day.

CHIEF

Well, you better start remembering;

because what you have been arrested

for is a serious crime and serious

crimes come with serious

punishments.

The CHIEF takes a sip of his coffee; PC JAMES sees him doing

this and takes a sip of his.

CHIEF

Well...

DIMITRIUS

I’m almost certain I was at home,

with my daughter.

CHIEF

Right and can anyone confirm that

for you?

DIMITRIUS

Well my baby mum would have been at

work, so if you confirm with her

she was working at that time. Logic

would say that I was obviously

looking after our daughter.

PC JAMES

Unfortunately Mr Howard, it doesn’t

work like that, we need someone to

confirm that they saw you.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

And just because your ‘baby mum’

was at work does not do so.

DIMITRIUS

Well, that’s what I was doing, so

what happens now?

CHIEF

Now, we go back and you try and

think of another reason why I

should not charge.

DIMITRIUS

I can’t give you another reason

because I just gave you one. What

do you want to do? Ask my four year

old child where she was?

CHIEF

Don’t be ridiculous, a child

wouldn’t know what time it was for

her to give you an alibi. Plus a

child goes to bed early; she might

not even have been awake. You could

have even put her to bed and popped

out, no one would be none the

wiser.

DIMITRIUS

You think I’d leave my four year

child alone in the house to rob

someone?

PC JAMES

Not at all sir.

CHIEF

Maybe.

DIMITRIUS

Ridiculous!

CHIEF

You do know that trying to avoid

trouble within the law by claiming

you was with a child is a little

bit more ridiculous Mr Howard?

DIMITRIUS

I’m not trying to avoid or claim

anything. I’ve told you what I was

doing.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

So you’ve said.

DIMITRIUS

Look man, I haven’t broken the law

nor do I intend to break the law.

I’m not about that life, I have a

family, I’m just a young boy trying

to survive and support my child.

Pause.

CHIEF

Maybe that’s why you did it, to

support your child.

SOLICITOR

Now Inspector these are

accusations, there are no facts

backing your argument.

DIMITIRIUS

Exactly and I make an honest

living.

CHIEF

Yes but a little extra this month

helped didn’t it, being Christmas

soon.

DIMITIRIUS

I didn’t get any extra.

CHIEF

Look, I know you had an involvement

in the burglary.

DIMITIRIUS

Obviously, you don’t know anything

because if you did you wouldn’t

have arrested me in the first

place.

CHIEF

Why don’t you do something your

daughter can be proud of and admit

it.

DIMITRIUS

Because I already am something she

can be proud of and I’m not going

to admit to something that I didn’t

do!

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

Then if you didn’t do it Dimitrius

who did?

DIMITRIUS

I don’t know! You’re the police

officer you tell me.

PC JAMES

Yes, we are fully aware of that Mr

Howard, we were just hoping that

with your cooperation we can catch

the burglar once and for all.

CHIEF

Stop being polite PC, the burglar

is already staring you in the face.

DIMITRIUS

No, you know what. You come into my

house and arrest me in front my

family and then dare to sit there

and accuse me of things that I

haven’t done!

PC JAMES

I admit our timing could have been

better.

DIMITRIUS

My child was bawling her eyes out

because of you lot.

PC JAMES

Yes and I apologise. -

DIMITRIUS

And you think I’m going to sit here

all relaxed when you know damn well

you’re wasting all of our times!

CHIEF

(angrily)

Our lot? Our lot are the ones that

are trying to protect this country

from scoundrels that go around

terrorising or destroying peoples’

lives or homes.

DIMITRIUS

Hold on! But when you come into my

house and terrorise my family.

That’s OK?

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

No one terrorised you or your

family Mr Howard. We were merely

doing our jobs. Isn’t that right PC

James?

PC JAMES

(awkwardly)

Yes, we really had no intention to

upset you’re family.

CHIEF

Exactly, so before you open your

mouth and start accusing, look at

yourself and your people first.

DIMITRIUS

What people?

DIMITRIUS becomes irritable and begins to shuffle in his

seat.

(slowly)

Go on Inspector, enlighten me. What

is it you mean when you say my

people?

CHIEF

(leans forward)

You know exactly what I mean. Your

kind has always been the same,

troublesome and disruptive. Well

not anymore.

DIMITRIUS

My kind? How many times can I tell

you. I had nothing to do with the

burglary. You’re there accusing me

of something I don’t know anything

about. So if you don’t have any

evidence then I want to be

released.

CHIEF

(shouting)

Released? Released? I haven’t even

started with you yet.

DIMITRIUS

Then what happens now?

CHIEF

I’ll ask you again. Where were you

at 19:45pm on Saturday 7th December

Dimitrius?

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITRIUS

At home with my daughter!

CHIEF

(stands)

I’ve had it with these types of

people. Uncooperative! Interview

suspended at 17.15. PC can you get

me a coffee?

The CHIEF stops the tape player. DIMITRIUS looks shocked.PC

JAMES exits.

DIMITRIUS

You know what? I’ve tried to

fucking ignore your little remarks,

my type, my people. What is it? Is

it because I’m black? Let me guess

you’re creating a stereotype that

because I’m black it must have been

me that burgled that house?

(Sarcastically)

I must have called all the black

people in the whole of South London

that I know to help me do it right?

Is that what you think?

CHIEF

(sarcastically)

You you hit the nail right on the

head.

DIMITRIUS

What black people aren’t supposed

to have common sense now?

CHIEF

I would appreciate it if you didn’t

attempt to put words in my mouth. I

am perfectly capable of expressing

my own opinions thank you.

DIMITIRIUS

So why haven’t you said what you

really think?

CHIEF

Because to tell you what i think

would be too easy, I’m sure you are

imagining far worse in your head.

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITRIUS

You’re sick.

CHIEF

Go on then, throw your insults at

me.

DIMITIRIUS

You’re one sick man.

CHIEF

And you’re one dirty nigga but such

as life.

DIMITRIUS

What did you just fucking say? What

did you just call me?

PC JAMES enters with the CHIEFS’ coffee he puts it on the

desk.

DIMITIRIUS

You’re going to get what fucking

comes to you.

CHIEF

(innocently)

I have absolutely no idea why you

are threatening me Mr Howard.

PC JAMES

Calm down Mr Howard.

DIMITRIUS

(shouting)

Do not tell me to calm down! What

is this anyway, fucking batman and

robin? This is a joke. This man is

racist yet your face looks exactly

how I feel but you sit there, drink

your coffee and say nothing. So

don’t tell me to calm down.

CHIEF

I am not a racist Mr Howard! This

is despicable and do you know what

I’ve heard just about enough of

you. One more word out of you and

I’m charging you with obstruction.

DIMITRIUS shakes his head and slumps down in his seat. He

folds his arms. The CHIEF takes the coffee and puts it on

the desk.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

PC...

PC JAMES

(quietly)

Yes sir.

CHIEF

Would you like to continue.

The Chief turns the on the tape player.

PC JAMES

Interview continuing at 18.25pm,

Dimitrius, could you confirm with

us your income?

DIMITRIUS

No.

PC JAMES

OK, but as far as we can see you

work part time?

DIMITRIUS

So.

PC JAMES

You can’t be making that much a

month.

DIMITRIUS

What’s your point?

PC JAMES

Coming from experience, children

aren’t cheap. People would

understand why.

CHIEF

Maybe you burgled last Saturday

because you wanted to provide for

your family.

DIMITRIUS

Nope.

CHIEF

To get that little daughter of

yours a nice present to open on

Christmas morning.

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITRIUS

I will get her one, but I’ll buy

it, from a shop. Not take it from

someone’s house.

CHIEF

You’re not making this easy

Dimitrius.

DIMITRIUS

Life isn’t easy Inspector.

CHIEF

Is life so hard that you’d need to

steal from others?

DIMITRIUS

No.

CHIEF

But you do agree life is hard?

DIMITRIUS

Yes.

SOLICITOR

Inspector, if there is no evidence

to connect my client with this case

I suggest you release him.

CHIEF

Very well, that’s all the

questioning for today.

PC JAMES

Interview stopped at 19.00pm on

Wednesday the 11th December 2013.

The CHIEF stops the tape player and sits back in his seat.

The SOLICITOR shakes his head as he leaves.

CHIEF

You’re free to go Dimitrius, but if

any other information pops up,

we’ll be seeing you very soon.

(To James)

Show Mr Howard to his belongs.

DIMITRIUS

You’re free to go? After all that!

This police force is a joke, I

don’t need to be shown anywhere

I’ll find my own way.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES points DIMITRIUS out of the room and signals to get

left. DIMITRIUS exits.

CHIEF

(furiously)

Did you hear him James? Did you

hear how he spoke me? The audacity!

I wanted to lock him up right there

and then.

PC JAMES

Yes sir, i heard him. It was

extremely rude. He must have been

really angry.

CHIEF

It has outrageous wasn’t it?

PC JAMES

(quieter)

Yes sir.

CHIEF

Pardon?

PC JAMES coughs and clears his throat.

PC JAMES

I said yes sir.

CHIEF

Good. I am still in complete shock;

to think someone like that tried to

degrade me. I, an upstanding

citizen got spoken to like that by

that baboon! Did you see him? He

was so uncouth.

PC JAMES stands awkwardly, shifting weight from one foot to

another.

Could you believe it?

PC JAMES

(unconvincingly)

No sir, I was just as shocked as

you.

The CHIEF is so infuriated that he does not acknowledge PC

JAMES’ obvious disagreement. The CHIEF begins to pace up and

down the room. He collects the tape and his belongings and

exits the room. PC JAMES follows.
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INT - POLICE STATION - HALLWAY - EVENING - DAY 3

CHIEF

I know he probably did it with his

daughter under his arm. I’m sure he

has no parenting skills, the child

will probably grow up to be a

disgusting criminal just like her

father.

PC JAMES awkwardly nods.

CHIEF

The cheek! Calling me a racist. I

am no such thing!

PC JAMES

I know sir, sorry sir to leave you

like this but it is 19.45 and I

have to meet my wife for dinner.

INT - POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - EVENING - DAY 3

CHIEF

That’s alright, you get off. Tell

the Mrs I apologised for keeping

you so late.

PC JAMES nervously laughs and reluctantly agrees with his

mentor. He picks up his small bag.

Goodnight lad.

PC JAMES

Goodnight sir.

PC JAMES exits. The CHIEF sits back at his desk. He pulls

out loads of documents including his file. He writes

notes. The clock begins to tick faster. The CHIEF falls

asleep at his desk with his face in his notes.

CUT TO

INT - DIMITRIUS’S HOUSE - EVENING - DAY 3

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK SHOWS THAT IT IS 21.00 PM

LORNA sitting down on the sofa. She looks at the clock.

DIMITRIUS enters.

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITRIUS

Lorna, I’m back.

LORNA gets up and hugs DIMITRIUS.

DIMITIRIUS

Is Jasmine in bed?

LORNA

Yeah, she’s out like a light, so

are you OK? What did they say? Is

it over?

DIMITRIUS

Yeah babe, he said something like

you’re free, for now. But he hasn’t

got anything on me. So he won’t be

back at our door.

LORNA

Good, how are you feeling?

DIMITRIUS

Stressed. He was a racist son of a

bitch.

LORNA

Just forget about it, it’s over but

don’t you ever put me or your

daughter through that again. You

got that?

DIMITRIUS

Yes baby.

LORNA

Are you sure you’re listening to

me?

DIMITRIUS laughs.

DIMITRIUS

Yeah, I’m always listening to you.

I’m knackered; it’s been a long

day. Can we just go to bed?

LORNA

Of course, I don’t care what

happened today, you’re still going

to job centre after work.

(CONTINUED)
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DIMITRIUS

I didn’t think I was getting out of

it.

LORNA

Good, did you lock the front door.

DIMITRIUS

Yeah

LORNA

(excitedly)

Come to the bedroom and arrest me

Mr Officer.

DIMITRIUS

Too soon to joke Lorna, way too

soon.

LORNA laughs as they hold hands and HEAD FOR THEIR BEDROOM.

CUT TO:

INT - PC JAMES’ BEDROOM - EVENING - DAY 3

PC JAMES and his wife MELISSA are at home in bed. MELISSA is

behind PC JAMES massaging his shoulders.

PC JAMES

Thanks for this babe, I really

needed it.

MELISSA

That’s alright hun, you’re really

tense.

PC JAMES

It’s this case, it’s getting to me.

It’s going no where.

MELISSA

Well I’m proud of you. You’re so

dedicated to helping people, it’s

what I love most about you.

PC JAMES

Yeah, but I’m starting to think

that this job doesn’t do that.

MELISSA

What’d you mean?

PC JAMES turns round to face MELISSA.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES

I think the Chief is prejudice and

when we’re in the interview room I

think he’s interrogating these men

for no reason.

MELISSA

Really? Well has he specifically

said that he is?

PC JAMES

No but it’s in his attitude. He

always talks about us and them, I

thought he meant us being the

police force but now I’m not so

sure.

MELISSA

Well, if he is then there’s nothing

you can really do to change that.

PC JAMES

I know but it upsets me.

MELISSA

It shouldn’t do. Don’t let other

people’s opinions get in the way of

you pursuing your career.

PC JAMES

You’re right.

MELISSA

If you think he’s using it to

accuse people then report it but

unless you’re sure I wouldn’t

jeprodise your position.

PC JAMES

You’re right.

MELISSA

I always am. Now let’s go to bed.

PC JAMES

(grins)

Alright.

PC JAMES kisses his wife and turns out the light. They get

into bed and go to bed.

FADE OUT.
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INT- POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - MORNING - DAY 4

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK SHOWS THAT IT IS 10.00 AM

The CHIEF is still lent over his desk sleeping. PC JAMES

enters with his small bag over his shoulders and is carrying

two coffees in plastic cups.

PC JAMES

Morn-

PC JAMES sees the CHIEF sleeping. He looks awkwardly around

the room. He looks at the clock on the wall. He quietly

steps towards the CHIEF. He awkwardly coughs and then looks

around the room hoping that wakes up the CHIEF. The CHIEF

continues to sleep. Pause. He puts the coffees down on the

desk and his small bag on the floor. He taps the CHIEF on

the on his back.

Erm...Chief...Chief

PC JAMES continues to nudge the CHIEF. The CHIEF begins to

wake up. He looks up at PC JAMES.

CHIEF

(confusingly)

PC what are you doing in my house?

PC JAMES stands awkwardly whilst the CHIEF looks round and

registers where he is.

CHIEF

Oh...I must have dosed off. What

time is it?

The CHIEF rubs his eyes.

PC JAMES

Just past 10 sir.

CHIEF

Already? And there is so much to

do.

(points at a coffee)

Is one of these for me?

PC JAMES

Yes sir.

CHIEF

(takes a sip)

Right, where was I?

The CHIEF looks at documents on the table.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

Oh yes...nowhere.

PC JAMES sits at the desk takes a sip of his coffee and

looks at the notes on the desk.

PC JAMES

So what’s our next step?

CHIEF

That’s a question I’ve yet to work

the answer out for.

PC JAMES

Oh...

CHIEF

It’s just so frustrating! I’ve

done millions of cases like these

before and the culprit usually is

the one that stares you right in

your face.

PC JAMES instantly looks at the floor in shock. The CHIEF

recognises this reaction.

CHIEF

(laughs)

I didn’t mean it quite that

literally PC.

PC JAMES

Oh...So, have you ever been in this

situation before?

CHIEF

Every officer has. I however

haven’t struggled on a case for

over 9 years but it happens to even

the best of us.

PC JAMES

Oh I see, so back then when you did

struggle, how did you end up

solving the case?

The CHIEF appears to have a moment of clarity. He opens the

door, pulls out a toothbrush and toothpaste.

CHIEF

PC, put away these documents. I’m

going to quickly freshen up, when I

get back. We’re going to go for a

little walk.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES

Where are we going sir?

CHIEF

We’re taking a visit to Kennington.

The CHIEF gulps down his coffee and then exits. PC JAMES

puts the two plastic coffee cups in the bin and begins to

arrange the documents neatly before putting them in the draw

of the desk. He sits down and waits. The CHIEF enters puts

his toothpaste and toothbrush back in the drawer and puts on

his jacket.

CHIEF

Ready James?

PC JAMES

Yes sir.

PC JAMES picks up his bag.

CHIEF

You can tuck your bag underneath my

desk, it’ll be fine here if you

don’t want to carry it.

PC JAMES tucks his bag under the CHIEFS desk and they both

then exit.

INT - BURGLED HOUSE IN KENNINGTON - LOUNGE - LATE MORNING -

DAY 4

PAN:INSIDE OF THE BURGLED HOUSE. THE ITEMS IN THE FAMILY

HOME SUCH AS THE SOFA, TELEPHONE, TOYS, BOOKS AND OTHER

HOUSEHOLD OBJECTS ARE SCATTERED, DAMAGED OR DESTROYED. THE

HOUSE LOOKS A MESS. THERE IS POLICE TAPE AROUND THE AREA

STATING ‘POLICE. DO NOT CROSS.’

The CHIEF enters followed by PC JAMES, they duck under the

tape.

CHIEF

Right PC, I want to look again for

any evidence that we might have

missed.

PC JAMES goes to pick up a toy.

Before you touch anything. Put your

gloves on.

(CONTINUED)
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The CHIEF pulls two pairs of gloves out of his pocket. He

hands one pair to PC JAMES and they both put them on. They

begin to start look for evidence. Whilst looking they

continue conversation.

PC JAMES

So where are the owners of this

house staying at the moment?

CHIEF

In a hotel.

PC JAMES

Gosh, I would hate that.

CHIEF

Well they said they’d be happy to

until the investigations closed.

PC JAMES

Must be such a nuisance though.

CHIEF

Well yes.

PC JAMES

Having only some of your

belongings, living out of a

suitcase, stressing about the

damaged caused to your house but

still having to go to work as

normal.

CHIEF

Very true. Personally, I find that

having all your personal belongings

touched or taken by some stranger

bothers me more than living out of

a suitcase.

PC JAMES

I didn’t even think of it like

that.

CHIEF

When you’ve been working here for

as long as I have. You’ll learn to

think of things from every angle.

PC JAMES

Hopefully sir.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

Found anything so far?

PC JAMES

No sir, have you?

CHIEF

Not a thing. I’m going to take a

look outside, you check out the

kitchen. If not we’ll head back to

the station.

PC JAMES

Alright sir.

PC JAMES gets up and exits into the kitchen. The CHIEF ducks

back under the ’POLICE, DO NOT CROSS’ tape.

EXT - BURGLED HOUSE IN KENNINGTON - AFTERNOON - DAY 4

The CHIEF scans the house and the front garden. He looks at

the surroundings, he sighs and takes off his gloves. He puts

them in his pockets.

CUT TO.

INT - BURGLED HOUSE IN KENNINGTON - KITCHEN - AFTERNOON DAY

4

PC JAMES is looking through the kitchen for anything

unusual. He lifts up items, checks them and puts them back.

He sighs and takes his gloves off. He stuffs them in his

pocket and exits the kitchen.

CUT TO.

EXT - BURGLED HOUSE IN KENNINGTON - AFTERNOON - DAY 4

The CHIEF is still standing outside but is now observing

pedestrians passing. PC JAMES steps outside. He stands next

to the CHIEF.

CHIEF

We’re not going to find anything;

forensics already searched this

place from top to bottom. It was

worth a try though. We should go

back to the station.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES

Indeed sir.

PC JAMES begins to walk. He turns and realises that the

CHIEF is not following him. The CHIEF remains facing up the

road.

CHIEF

Chief, is everything OK?

The CHIEF is still staring up the road. Down the road is

MARLON EDWARDS, 22 a young black male. MARLON is walking up

the road and spots the CHIEF staring at him. MARLON rotates

and begins to cross the road and walk on the other side.

CHIEF

Did you see that? That lad

purposely tried to avoid me.

PC JAMES walks back over towards the CHIEF. The CHIEF shouts

to MARLON.

CHIEF

Excuse me young man.

MARLON turns around and acknowledges the CHIEFS’ call.

CHIEF

Could you come over here so we can

have a quick word?

MARLON walks up the road towards the CHIEF and PC JAMES who

are waiting for him.

MARLON

Yes sir?

CHIEF

You looked a little intimidated

when you saw me looking at you from

across the road.

MARLON

No sir not intimidated at all.

CHIEF

I see.

MARLON

Although I was a little confused as

to why you were staring at me?

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

I was observing the area and you so

happened to cross my eye.

MARLON

OK sir, well if that’s all.

MARLON rotates as if to walk back down the road.

CHIEF

Well actually...

MARLON turns back around to face the two men.

CHIEF

Why is it that you were walking in

one direction yet when I saw you

turned around and started walking

back to where you came?

MARLON

I’m aware of how that probably

looked. I just realised I was meant

to pick up something to eat at

Tescos, so I crossed to go back.

PC JAMES

Thank you for the explanation.

MARLON

That’s fine, sorry for the

confusion.

MARLON smiles at the policemen and begins to turn his head

when the CHIEF blurts out.

CHIEF

Where were you between the hours of

19.45 and 20.45 last Saturday?

PC JAMES

(shockingly)

Sir...

The CHIEF hand signals PC JAMES to be quiet.

MARLON

I’m sorry?

CHIEF

I said where were you between the

hours of 19.45 and 20.45 last

Saturday?

(CONTINUED)
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MARLON

I’m afraid I don’t understand what

that has got to do with anything?

PC JAMES

Sir I really think -

The CHIEF signals PC JAMES again to be quiet.

CHIEF

What is your name young man?

MARLON

Marlon Edwards sir.

CHIEF

OK Marlon, I’m going to ask you for

my third and final time.

(bluntly)

Where were you between the hours

19.45 and 20.45 last Saturday?

MARLON

Officer, I don’t understand the

relevance of this question.

MARLON goes to pull his phone out of his pocket. A piece of

paper drops on the floor. MARLON sees this and picks it up.

He checks his phone and puts it back in his pocket.

CHIEF

So you’re refusing to answer a

question when asked by a Chief

Inspector?

MARLON

Not refusing no.

CHIEF

Then why have you not answered my

question?

MARLON

Because I’m yet to understand the

relevance of it.

CHIEF

Right, I’ve got no other choice.

The CHIEF gets out his handcuffs.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

I’m arresting you for littering.

MARLON

Excuse me?

PC JAMES looks astonished.

PC JAMES

But sir...

CHIEF

What PC? What is it?

PC JAMES

Nothing...

The CHIEF gives PC JAMES a very stern and angry look. PC

JAMES looks at the floor whilst MARLON looks at the PC James

shaking his head.

CHIEF

You do not have to say anything,

which I’m sure you’ll be fine with

as you have done a fine job so far,

but it may harm your defence if you

do not mention, when questioned,

something you later rely on in

court.

MARLON

I haven’t litter-

CHIEF

Anything you do say may be given in

evidence. Do you understand these

rights?

MARLON

Yes.

CHIEF

Good.

The CHIEF begins to lead him to the station. PC JAMES gets

out his phone.

PC JAMES

Chief, I just need to make a phone

call. I’ll catch you both up....

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

(Ignoring PC James)

Then after we’ve discussed your

littering, we can talk about this

burglary on the weekend.

MARLON

I’m not aware of any burglary that

happened on the weekend.

CHIEF

We can talk about this at the

station.

CUT TO:

INT - INTERROGATION ROOM - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK SHOWS IT IS 13.00PM

In enters the CHIEF, PC JAMES and MARLON. The CHIEF goes and

sits at his desk, turns on the lamp. MARLON is standing

looking at PC JAMES who is still trying to avoid eye contact

with him.

CHIEF

Take a seat Mr Edwards.

MARLON stops looking at PC JAMES, walks to the desk and

takes a seat. PC JAMES however, remains standing near the

door. The CHIEF opens his drawer and changes the tape within

the tape player.

CHIEF

Interview commencing Thursday 12th

December 2013 at 13.00pm, interview

led by Chief Inspector Chapman,

observed by PC Ian James to

understand the involvement of 22

year old, Marlon Edwards’

participation of the burglary and

theft committed Saturday the 7th

December in Kennington, London. So

Marlon, can you tell me where you

were between the hours of 19.45 and

20.45pm on Saturday the 7th

December?

PC JAMES looks up in astonishment.
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MARLON

What? I thought I was here because

of my supposedly littering?

CHIEF

Forget that. I’m asking you about

the burglary in Kennington on

Saturday.

MARLON

I don’t know anything about it.

CHIEF

See, I find that hard to believe.

MARLON

I’m sorry officer but I cannot help

you.

CHIEF

Why don’t you just save me the

hassle of sitting here with you

discussing this for the next few

hours and admit your involvement.

Job done.

MARLON

I didn’t have an involvement, so

I’m afraid I can’t.

CHIEF

Yet you have yet to clarify your

whereabouts?

MARLON

I was at church.

The CHIEF laughs. PC JAMES stares at the CHIEF whilst MARLON

stares at PC JAMES. When PC JAMES realises he is being

looked at he looks at the ground in shame.

CHIEF

You expect me to believe that

someone like you goes to church?

MARLON

Is that such a surprise?

CHIEF

Doesn’t seem like your types kind

of thing.
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MARLON

Oh, I see I understand.

CHIEF

You understand what?

MARLON

It doesn’t matter sir.

CHIEF

Oh yes it does. Do you have

something to say?

MARLON

No comment.

CHIEF

(sarcastically)

No, do continue Mr Edwards.

MARLON

It’s irrelevant, continue with your

questioning.

CHIEF

Right, we’ll come back to that

then. So you say you were at Church

on Saturday.

MARLON

Yes, I’m a Seventh Day Adventist; I

attend Church on a Saturdays.

CHIEF

And did anyone see you attending

this Church?

MARLON

Yes, most of the church members.

It’s the one in Brixton if you ever

want to check it out.

CHIEF

I’m an atheist.

MARLON

Very well.

CHIEF

What were you doing in Kennington

earlier?
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MARLON

It’s in the direction of my old

University.

CHIEF

You went to University?

MARLON

Indeed. I just graduated from the

London South Bank University.

CHIEF

To study what? Oh, let me guess,

mechanics?

MARLON

No...

CHIEF

Engineering?

MARLON

Social work.

The CHIEF looks shocked.

CHIEF

Were there many of your type on

this course?

MARLON

If you mean members of the black

community, there were myself and

three others.

CHIEF

As opposed to how many Caucasian

class mates?

MARLON

Around thirty. Why?

CHIEF

I see, well four of you isn’t bad,

looks like there are some of your

kind that are attempting to try and

achieve higher than society

expects.

MARLON

Apparently so inspector.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

So now that you have finished your

degree, have you found a place of

work?

MARLON

Not yet I have job interview set up

to be a social worker after

Christmas though.

CHIEF

A social worker.

(he laughs)

Social workers work with people and

improve lives. How is someone of

your sort going to be able to do

that?

MARLON

Well, if I get the job, you’ll be

able see.

CHIEF

You cannot seriously believe that

they are going to give you the job.

MARLON

Why not?

CHIEF

Social workers tend to attend to

kids. Who’s going to let someone

like you have an involvement in

their child’s life?

MARLON

You’d be surprised.

CHIEF

For someone under interrogation,

you seem awfully relaxed.

MARLON

I’ve got no reason not to be.

CHIEF

Is that so?

PC JAMES begins to bite his finger nails from where he is

standing. He looks very worried about the situation he is

in.
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CHIEF

What if I said, I had reason to

believe that you were involved in

this burglary and that you were

going to be charged..

MARLON

(leans back in his seat)

I’d tell you that you’re lying as

that would be impossible.

CHIEF

What makes you so sure that I am

lying?

MARLON

There is no evidence to prove

otherwise. This, whatever this is,

is just an irrational attempt to

find a culprit for a crime that

you’re struggling to solve.

CHIEF

But evidence isn’t hard to find,

you see how easily you dropped

something out of your pocket

earlier; you could have also done

that on the crime scene?

MARLON

(calmly)

To drop ones thing in a crime

scene, one would have to have

entered the crime scene in the

first place.

This comment causes the CHIEF to get frustrated. He stands

up to continue his interrogation. PC JAMES becomes more and

more anxious and stoops down whilst remaining to bite his

finger nails.

CHIEF

Touché. But how can I be so certain

that this week you did indeed

attend ‘Church?’

MARLON

Just ask a church member and you’ll

soon know.

CHIEF

Yes, but if supposing you’re a very

regular church attender, people see

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 78.

CHIEF (cont’d)
you every week, I’m sure when

asked, they’d assume that by

likeliness, you did indeed attend.

MARLON

Not if I did something specific for

them, for example, moved along the

seat so they could fit all of their

family on a pew.

PC JAMES begins to cough.

CHIEF

Specific.

MARLON

Well, I’m making a specific point.

CHIEF

I’m actually impressed.

The CHIEF begins to walk around the room.

Pause.

CHIEF

I’ve never met a person of

your...nature that has this amount

of intelligence or potential.

MARLON

Excuse me if i fail to show any

gratitude.

The CHIEF laughs at that remark and MARLON sits up in his

chair. He leans in the direction of the CHIEF.

MARLON

Out of curiosity when is it that

you became such a racist?

CHIEF

Pardon?

MARLON

I said when is it that you became a

racist?

The CHIEF who is caught off guard by this question looks at

PC JAMES who is equally as astonished. PC JAMES stands up

correctly and refrains from biting his nails. MARLON, who is

relaxed, stares at the CHIEF.
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CHIEF

Who are you to be asking me that?

I’m not a racist.

MARLON

This whole arrest, interview and

situation has been done out of

discrimination and you know it.

CHIEF

That is completely and utterly not

true.

MARLON

It’s OK Inspector, we’re all

entitled to our opinions.

CHIEF

Do not tell me what and what is not

OK.

MARLON

But don’t you think it’s a bit

extreme to be using you position to

inflict your opinions.

CHIEF

I think you need to watch your

mouth.

MARLON

I just figured since you are so

interested in my life, I should

take an interest in yours.

CHIEF

You little son of-

MARLON

Was it upsetting when research

showed that when Jesus was alive,

Jerusalem was a part of Africa and

he was most probably black?

CHIEF

I told you, I’m atheist but even if

I did believe in a God I am one

hundred percent certain that he

would not be black.

MARLON

(louder)

Did it bother you when The Race

Relations Act was legalised

(MORE)
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MARLON (cont’d)
allowing equality for ‘us blacks’

in areas like education and jobs.

CHIEF

You disgusting, little piece of-

MARLON

(loudly)

Were you pleased when you found out

that our beloved Nelson Mandela

died this year?

The CHIEF in a state a rage walks towards MARLON. He stoops

down so that he is eye level.

CHIEF

Listen to me; you are a dirty

little piece of nothing. You don’t

have the authority to speak to me

like that!

MARLON

(smirking)

What you think of me doesn’t bother

me?

CHIEF

It should! You should be ashamed of

yourself!

MARLON

Inspector, I am proud of who I am.

CHIEF

What have you got to be proud of?

MARLON

How far we’ve come.

CHIEF

We?

MARLON

We being the black race.

CHIEF

Whys that?

MARLON

My ancestors had to succumb to

orders from yours throughout their

entire lives.
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CHIEF

Your point?

MARLON

All the suffering they endured has

allowed me to be in the position to

now not care how you see me.

CHIEF

Excuse me?

MARLON

You cannot detain me because of my

colour, so unless you have some

evidence that proves I did indeed

participate in this crime, I would

like to be released.

CHIEF

I can do whatever I like.

MARLON laughs.

CHIEF

(irritably)

What’s so funny?

MARLON continues to laugh.

MARLON

This, no one would even believe me

if I told them, it’s too

ridiculous.

CHIEF

(angrily)

Don’t laugh at me!

MARLON continues to laugh.

CHIEF

I’m warning you!

MARLON laughs harder. PC JAMES looks petrified.

CHIEF

You’re going to get what’s coming

to you.

MARLON

And what might that be? Your a

racist old man who uses his

position in the Police to try and

bully people.
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CHIEF

Shut up.

MARLON

Any simple person can see that’s

what you are.

CHIEF

I said Shut up!

MARLON

Freedom of speech Inspector. I’m

entitled to say whatever it is I

like and you do not have the power

to stop me from doing so.

CHIEF

Try me.

MARLON

Do you know what, I feel sorry for

you, I really do. You seem like a

man that is carrying a lot of pain.

CHIEF

Don’t you talk to me about my pain!

You don’t know about my pain! Come

here you little -

In a moment of pure rage, the CHIEF raises his hand to

strike MARLON. PC JAMES sees the situation about to develop

and before he even realises goes to intervene.

PC JAMES

(grabbing the Chief’s hand)

Stop!

Both MARLON and the CHIEF look at PC JAMES. PC JAMES looks

at MARLON who is smiling and nodding at him. He takes a deep

breath.

PC JAMES

(courageously)

What is this? Fighting in an

interrogation room. Psychoanalyzing

one another. For what? This is

nothing to do with the house that

was burgled on Saturday and you

know it. You’re white and he’s

black, so what? You still have the

same colour blood running through

your bodies! This is the 21st

century, we should have out grown

(MORE)
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PC JAMES (cont’d)
this hostility that we have towards

other decades ago. I will not stand

here and watch this ridiculous,

unprofessional situation for a

minute longer and neither should

Marlon, we all know he’s innocent.

Best of all me, because we go to

the same church and he moved over

for me so me, my wife and my

daughter could sit together.

PAUSE.

PC JAMES takes a big breath after his speech and realising

that he may have ruined his career is consumed with fear.

His courage has gone but he still holds his head high. The

CHIEF and MARLON are both astonished. The pause is broken my

MARLON as he claps to salute PC JAMES’ speech.

MARLON

I couldn’t have said it better

myself.

CHIEF

Marlon, he is right, I am truly

sorry for anything I have said that

has offended you. You’re free to

go.

MARLON gets up and heads towards the exit, passing PC JAMES

and pats him on the back.

MARLON

I pray you find peace.

(to PC James)

See you Saturday?

PC JAMES

I’m sorry it took me so long to

speak up.

MARLON

You must have had you’re reasons.

MARLON exits. PC JAMES looks absolutely terrified at this

point. The CHIEF takes out the tape and turns the lamp off.

CHIEF

Come on son, lets talk in my

office.

They both leave the interrogation room.



84.

FADE TO:

INT - POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - AFTERNOON - DAY 4

PC JAMES slowly walks over to the desk and takes a seat. The

CHIEF takes a deep breath and sits down.

CHIEF

You’re right.

PC JAMES

(inquisitively)

Sorry?

CHIEF

I think you’re right. I know deep

down that none of those three

suspects burgled that house.

PC JAMES

You do?

CHIEF

Yeah, their stories made sense and

they didn’t seem terrified enough.

PC JAMES

So why did you keep them so long?

CHIEF

(sadly)

Because?

PC JAMES

Sir?

CHIEF

Because cases like these remind me

of her.

PC JAMES

Who?

CHIEF

Camilla...my wife.

PC JAMES

I didn’t know you were-

CHIEF

...she was murdered when she

interrupted the burglar when he was

still in our house.
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PC JAMES

Was this recently?

CHIEF

Over ten years ago now.

PC JAMES

Oh, I’m sorry to hear that Chief.

CHIEF

The murderer was...black.

PC JAMES

He could have been any race. A

murderer isn’t defined by colour.

CHIEF

Deep down I know that.

PC JAMES

Then why-

CHIEF

I don’t know, it’s like I was

trying to find her killer again.

PC JAMES

So you associate every burglary

case or murder case to hers?

CHIEF

Yes and every time I solve one,

it’s like I’m showing her that I’m

sorry.

PC JAMES

Sorry for what?

CHIEF

Letting this happen to her.

PC JAMES

That was out of your control.

The CHIEF stands up and stands at the corner of the room. He

faces the wall.

CHIEF

I wanted to live there. My father

was a...racist, I was so set on

proving him wrong about people I

moved us to Stockwell. He told us

not to move to that area. “That’s

(MORE)
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CHIEF (cont’d)

the black neighbourhood,” he said

“you won’t last two minutes out

there.” I didn’t listen. I never

listen. I should have listened.

PC JAMES

Sir, that’s not your fault.

CHIEF

You say that but if I had done what

he said. If I had never put my wife

in danger, then...then she would be

here now.

The CHIEFS eyes begin to water.

PC JAMES

That was out of your control, you

didn’t knowingly put anyone at

risk.

CHIEF

God no!

PC JAMES

Exactly, so that was not your

fault. What you do in your life now

and how you treat people is

something you can control. Everyone

in life will get there comeuppance

Chief.

CHIEF

You’re absolutely right PC.

PC JAMES

I’m glad that we agree.

CHIEF

Listen, we don’t have to repeat

this anyone do we?

PC JAMES

It’s not me that is the problem

sir; it’s that tape. As soon you

file it, others can access it.

CHIEF

Oh yes, the tape.

The CHIEF puts the tape on the table.
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CHIEF

I didn’t record that interview,

something told me not to.

PC JAMES

You’re luckier than most.

Pause.

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK NOW SHOWS IT’S 16.00PM.

CHIEF

I really am truly sorry for what

you witnessed before.

PC JAMES

It’s not me you should be sorry to.

CHIEF

Why don’t you get off anyways, it’s

after 16.00pm go an see that Mrs of

yours.

PC JAMES

You sure you’re OK to stay here on

your own?

CHIEF

I’ve been on my own for the last

ten years, one evening isn’t going

to kill me. Plus I’m going to go

home now too, to make sure I sleep

in my bed tonight not here at this

desk. I’ll see you tomorrow.

PC JAMES

Goodnight.

They both laugh, PC JAMES picks up his bag, the CHIEF puts

on his jacket, picks up his briefcase and they both exit.

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK BEGINS TO SPIN FASTER AND STOPS AT

08.00AM.

INT- POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - MORNING - DAY 5

PC JAMES enters with two coffees. He looks happy. He sits

down at the desk. He opens up the drawers gets the documents

and the CHIEFS’ glasses out and places them on the table.

The CHIEF enters with his brief case.
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PC JAMES

Morning sir.

CHIEF

Morning, how are you today?

The CHIEF takes off his jacket.

PC JAMES

Very well thank you, yourself?

CHIEF

Fantastic, I slept so well last

night, must have been due to our

conversation.

PC JAMES

I’m glad I could help.

The CHIEF sits down at the desk.

CHIEF

(pointing at a coffee)

One of these for me?

PC JAMES

Yes sir.

CHIEF

You are a good lad. OK so what have

we got here...?

The CHIEF puts on his glasses and begins to read through the

documentation whilst sipping his coffee. PC JAMES also reads

other documentation on the desk.

CHIEF

We need another lead.

PC JAMES

I agree, but the burglar has left

no incriminating evidence behind.

CHIEF

Well we’re going to have to start

from somewhere but we’ve checked

eye witnesses, spoken to

neighbours, no one has seen

anything.

PC JAMES

This lady said she heard a loud

bang on Saturday evening from next

(MORE)
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PC JAMES (cont’d)
door, maybe we should interview

her?

CHIEF

Not much point, she didn’t see

anything, could have been something

as simple as the wind knocking her

dustbin over.

PC JAMES

True.

CLOSE UP: THE CLOCK NOW SHOWS THAT IT IS TWELVE THIRTY PM.

The CHIEFS phone rings and he answers it.

CHIEF

(on the phone)

Chief Inspector Chapman...Oh, yes,

yes of course. I’ll let him know,

thank you.

(he hangs up)

Ian, you’re wife and daughter are

down at reception.

PC JAMES

Oh really, well schools do start

half term today so I think Liberty

finished school at lunch.

CHIEF

Gosh Christmas really is just round

the corner.

PC JAMES

Would you like to come and meet

them?

CHIEF

Of course.

The CHIEF and PC JAMES get up and leave the office.

INT - POLICE STATION - HALLWAY - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

CHIEF

I’m so glad that I get to finally

meet them. I feel like I know them

already.
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PC JAMES

Me too sir. They really are

something to be proud of.

CHIEF

I can imagine.

INT - POLICE STATION - RECEPTION - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

MELISSA and LIBERTY are standing in the reception of the

police station. PC JAMES sees his wife and kisses her, he

then picks up his daughter and kisses her on the cheek.

PC JAMES

(to Melissa)

Hey love.

MELISSA

Hi.

PC JAMES

(to Liberty)

Hi baby, how was school?

LIBERTY

Hi daddy, it was good.

PC JAMES

Chief this is my wife Melissa.

MELISSA

Hello, nice to meet you.

They kiss on the cheek.

CHIEF

Hello, and you. I’ve heard so much

about you.

PC JAMES

And this is my Liberty.

CHIEF

Hello, Liberty.

LIBERTY

Hi.

CHIEF

PC, can I have a word in private

quickly.

PC JAMES puts LIBERTY down.

(CONTINUED)
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PC JAMES

Of course.

(to Melissa)

Back in a second.

PC JAMES and the CHIEF walk to the hallway.

INT - POLICE STATION - HALLWAY - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

CHIEF

Ian, I feel even more terrible now,

I was there ranting about issues

that happened over a decade ago and

little did I know I was being

insensitive to your family.

PC JAMES

You weren’t to know.

CHIEF

But I should have done...Since

there here and we’re not getting

anywhere today, there’s no point

both of us staying around to

achieve nothing. You can get off

now if you want.

PC JAMES

Really?

CHIEF

Yeah, spend the day with your

lovely family. We can continue this

on Monday.

PC JAMES

If you’re sure?

CHIEF

I’m positive.

CUT TO:

INT - POLICE STATION - RECEPTION - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

MELISSA and LIBERTY are talking.

MELISSA

After we say bye to daddy we’re

going to go to lunch OK?

(CONTINUED)
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LIBERTY

Can we go to McDonalds?

MELISSA

I’ll think about it.

PC JAMES and the CHIEF enter.

MELISSA

Sorry for interrupting, we’ll see

you at home hun, Lib just wanted to

see you at work.

CHIEF

It’s no interruption and no need,

I’m letting him go early, he’s

going with you.

MELISSA

Really?

CHIEF

Yes, well it was lovely to meet you

and I hope to see you again soon.

He kisses her on the cheek.

CHIEF

Bye Liberty.

LIBERTY

Bye Mr Policeman.

CHIEF

Have a nice weekend.

PC JAMES

Thanks Chief. Oh, I’ll just get my

bag so I’ll walk you. Two secs Mel.

INT - POLICE STATION - HALLWAY - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

PC JAMES and the CHIEF are walking towards his office.

CHIEF

Are you going to take them out

today?

PC JAMES

Yeah, might see if Liberty wants to

go to Santa’s grotto. Be nice to

watch her get excited over

something.

(CONTINUED)
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CHIEF

Aww kids are so innocent.

PC JAMES

I know.

The CHIEF opens the door to his office.

INT - POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

PC JAMES speedily retrieves his his small bag.

PC JAMES

See you Monday.

CHIEF

See you then and Ian, thanks for

everything again.

PC JAMES

...

PC JAMES leaves through the door. The CHIEF goes towards the

door and checks that PC JAMES has gone. He goes back to the

desk pulls out a file from the drawer and opens it.

CUT TO:

INT - POLICE STATION - RECEPTION - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

PC JAMES walks over to a waiting MELISSA and LIBERTY. He

holds his daughters hand.

PC JAMES

You ready?

MELISSA

Of course, I’m starving lets go for

lunch.

PC JAMES

Then maybe after to go see Santa?

LIBERTY

Yey.

PC JAMES, MELISSA and Liberty begin to walk towards the

door.

CUT TO:
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INT - POLICE STATION - CHAPMAN’S OFFICE - AFTERNOON - DAY 5

The CHIEF rips out pages of the file and begins to spread

them all over his. The images he is sticking up are pictures

of various black males including JEFFERY, DIMITRIUS and

MARLON. After sticking up pictures along the wall he steps

back and looks at them.

CHIEF

I know it was one of you black

bastards that committed this crime

and I will be the one to catch you.

I will not let history repeat

itself.

(looks at the ceiling)

Don’t worry Camilla, I’ll get him.

The door knows. The CHIEF scrapes all of the pictures into

the file and stands in front of it. In enters the

SUPERINTENDENT.

SUPERINTENDENT

Chief Inspector, I think we need to

talk.

CHIEF

Yes sir of course, regarding what?

SUPERINTENDENT

I think you know what.

CHIEF

I’m sorry sir, I’m not following...

SUPERINTENDENT

I received a phone call from a PC

Ian James regarding your

discriminatory attitudes towards

others, so i decided to do some

investigating of my own and after

what I just witness in the

interrogation room, young James’

accusation was correct.

CHIEF

Superintendent, I can explain...

SUPERINTENDENT

Your badge, Mr Chapman, You’re

hereby suspended pending further

investigation.


